RUSSIA AND THE WEST IN IRAN

associating with it as a whole the trade unions of industrial and agricultural
workers, peasant unions, etc. In so doing, it is necessary to guarantee the
leading role of the revolutionary proletariat, and for this purpose it is
necessary, above all, to develop the trade union movement as the most im-
portant organisational mass basis for Communist influence. The achieve-
ment of an ever-closer cooperation of the revolutionary sections of the
white proletariat with the native working class must be our constant task.

In the agrarian question, it is necessary to be able to direct the growing
hatred of the \illage population, evoked by the policy of expropriation con-
ducted b) French imperialism, into the channels of useful organised strug-
gle (improved organisation of strikes of agricultural workers, strengthening
of unions of agricultural workers in Algiers, etc.).

The Communist organisation in each individual country must attract
into its ranks in the first place native workers, fighting against any negligent
attitude towards them. The Communist Parties, actively basing themselves
on the native proletariat, must formally and in fact become independent
Sections of the Communist International.

39. In connection with the colonial question, the VI. Congress draws the
special attention of the Communist Parties to the Negro question. The posi-
tion of the Negroes varies in different countries and accordingly requires
concrete investigation and analysis. The territories, in which compact Negro
masses are to be found, can be divided according to their general features
into the following groups:

1.  The United States and some South .American countries, in which the
compact Negro masses constitute a minority in relation to the white popula-
tion.

2.  The Union of South Africa, where the Negroes are the majority in re-
lation to the white colonists.

3.  The Negro States which are actually colonies or semi-colonies of im-
perialism (Liberia, Haiti, San-Domingo).

4.  The whole of Central Africa divided into the colonies and mandated
territories of various imperialist powers   (Great Britain, France, Portugal,
etc.). The tasks of the Communist Parties have to be defined in their de-
pendence on the concrete situation.

In the United States are to be found 12 million Negroes. The majority
of them are tenants, paying in kind and living under semi-feudal and semi-
slave conditions. The position of these Negro tenant farmers is exactly the
same as that of agricultural labourers, being only formally distinguishable
from the slavery that the constitution is supposed to have abolished. The
white landowner, uniting in one person landlord, merchant and usurer,
employs the lynching of Negroes, segregation and other methods of Amer-
ican bourgeois democracy, reproducing the worst forms of exploitation of
the slavery period.

Owing to the industrialisation of the South, a Negro proletariat is com-
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